
What was the challenge?
The North Island brown Kiwi is a unique 
flightless nocturnal New Zealand native 
bird. It has special significance as a 
national symbol and is familiar to the local 
people. However, these birds face many 
threats and their numbers are decreasing.

What was the solution?
My first solution was to design a set of 
informational posters to establish facts 
and statistics about kiwi. The quirky 
design of the posters reflect the nature of 
kiwi and inspired the design of my second 
solution. The Kiwi Kai lunch box, drink 
bottle and school backpack were designed 
to educate school children on the coolness 
of kiwi, encouraging empathy for the 
bird and engagement with conservation 
efforts. Kiwi also refers to New Zealand 
children and Kai is the te reo Maori word 
for food, as children are ‘feeding’ the kiwi 
through their support. Tamariki (children) 
are the future kaitiaki (guardians) of kiwi, 
and without their investment in kiwi 
conservation we cannot hope to restore 
the species. I chose vibrant colours and 
a whimsical illustration style as I wanted 
to foster an appealing, charming, and 
handmade aesthetic to convey important 
kiwi facts. The concept of the school lunch 
links with information on the kiwi’s diet. 
The interactive nature of the backpack’s 
front pouch acting as a belly encourages 
tamariki to engage and bond with kiwi.

What was the effect? 
Through these clear and fun messages 
and strong visual style, the connection 
between kiwi and tamariki can be formed. 
The messages reinforce the importance of 
caring for this unique native bird.

Category:	 Didactics

Project:	 Kiwi Kai
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BROWN 
KIWI

The brown kiwi egg takes up 
20% of the mother's weight, 
they have the largest eggs 
relative to their body size.

eggs per clutch

clutches per year

Brown     Roroa   Tokoeka     Rowi    Li�le spo�ed
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OUR FLIGHTLESS, NOCTURNAL, NATIONAL BIRD

THREATS
TO KIWI

Dogs    Ferrets             Cats         Habitat loss

Stoats      Pigs     Possums      Vehicles

Without ongoing support, experts estimate that 
brown kiwi will be extinct in the wild within two 
generations; the population is steadily declining 
by about 2–3% a year. 

The brown kiwi is the species that lives closest to 
human habitation, resulting in increased contact 
with dogs, cats and cars. 

of wild kiwi chicks

before they reach 
breeding age.

Other kiwi live to be 40–65 years old, but the 
Northland brown kiwi averages only 14 years.

Approximate brown kiwi population over time

= live kiwi               = dead kiwi
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Approximate brown kiwi population over time
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HELPING
KIWI

Be a responsible pet owner

• Keep cats indoors at night
• Put a bell collar on your cat.
• Never take your dog in 
   kiwi habitats
• Walk your dog on a short lead
• Have your dog aversion trained

Watch out for kiwi
• Watch for kiwi when driving 
   through kiwi habitat (look for sign).

Support local kiwi recovery projects
• Help out your local group by 
   volunteering, fundraising, or 
   sponsoring a kiwi chick. 

HOW TO SUPPORT KIWI DAY-TO-DAY

KIWI CONSERVATION EFFORTS

Operation Nest Egg is a tool that aims to 
increase kiwi population by removing 
kiwi eggs and chicks from the wild 
and caring for them in captivity until 
they’re big enough to survive and 
protect themselves in the wild.

Wild kiwi 
surviving to 
adulthood

Operation 
Nest Egg kiwi 
surviving to 
adulthood

= live kiwi
= dead kiwi

Save the Kiwi supports 
community and Māori-led 
kiwi conservation groups 
via funding grants, split 
into these five categories.
 All of these elements are valuable 

in supporting kiwi to thrive.
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Estimated 2006 
population

Projected 2030
population

Predator Control 
56%

Research 

Project Support
7%

Monitoring and 
Translocations 
16%

Operation 
Nest Egg 
17%

4%

Contact:
name: Rachael Archer
company/organisation: Massey University
e-mail: rachael.s.archer@gmail.com


